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sy | Folk Dance Australia Inc. (FDA)

PRESENTS - a ‘Virtual International Dance Workshop’
viewed live on ZOOM with

AHMET LULECI
Sunday 6" AUGUST 2023 from 10am — 12pm (AEST)

A native of Turkey, Ahmet 1s an accomplished choreographer, dance teacher
and performer as well as a researcher of Anatolian culture. He 1s currently
the artistic director of the Boston based Collage Dance Ensemble, which
allows him to further his goal of making folk dance and music accessible to
a wider audience.

During Covid, Ahmet was a regular and popular presenter on Zoom, and
delighted audiences with his vivacity, enthusiasm and love of Turkish
dancing. This workshop is guaranteed to be a lot of fun!!

RESOURCES will be available, more information later

This workshop is FREE for FDA individual members

Not a member? You must join FDA to do this workshop. You are invited to join us by

paying an annual membership fee of AUD$25, or the discounted price of $15 for those under 21 - which will take
you up to 315t December 2024. Membership will entitle you to participate free of charge in future virtual workshops,
and to receive our bi-monthly magazine ‘Footnotes’.

How do | register for the workshop?

Current FDA Members: Send your name and email to okaye@optusnet.com.au
Phone 02-95284813 or 0403567760

New FDA members living in Australia: Pay your $25 or $15 membership fee via the following bank account:

St George Bank; BSB: 112879; ACC: 439 730 886; Please identify with your name. If you prefer, send a cheque
payable to Folk Dance Australia, addressed to FDA, c/o 95a Gray’s Point Rd. Gray’s Point NSW 2232.

Please include your name, address, phone number and email.  Please reqister for the workshop by emailing
okaye@optusnet.com.au.

New FDA members from Outside of Australia: You can pay your AUD$25 membership fee by clicking on the
following PayPal link: www.paypal.me/60gapyr When you use PayPal, please choose “family & friends” not “goods
& services” to avoid being charged any fees. Here’s how to do that: Go to Menu, then “Send & Request’, type my
email in the box: clark paul@yahoo.com, then put the $ amount, where it says “paying for an item or service” click
on the word “change”, it will then say “What is this payment for”, Click on “Sending to a friend” and then you will not

incur any fees. Please ensure you pay in Australian dollars.
When the payment is made please notify us with an email to _okaye@optusnet.com.au

Workshop start times in Australia:

NSW, ACT, VIC,TAS | QLD SA NT WA
10:00 am 10am | 9.30am | 9.30am | 8:00am

For other places, please check the time difference: https://www timeanddate.com/worldclock/converter.html

The week prior to the workshop, you will be sent the Zoom link and further information for accessing the workshop.

Enquiries: please email okaye@optusnet.com.au or ring Kaye on 02 — 95284813 or 0403 567 760
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DANCING THROUGH THE DECADES -
CELEBRATING 100 YEARS OF RSCDS

Some of the Footnotes readers might not know
about Scottish Country Dancing. It is danced in
sets usually made up of four couples and uses
figures like circles,
Hands across,
turning your
partner but also
some figures special
to Scottish Country
Dancing. The Royal
Scottish Country
Dance Society with
its headquarters in
Edinburgh, Scotland
is celebrating its
100th birthday this
year. A lot of clubs
all around the
world are holding
functions to mark
the occasion.

h 4 - A

R

The Townsville Scottish
Country Dancers celebrated
the 100th anniversary with a
Day of Dance in April this
year.

We started the day with two
great dance sessions taught
by Jan McCudden to live
music by lain Mckenzie. We are very lucky that Jan
has relocated to Magnetic Island from Sydney. She
is a very experienced certified and fantastic
teacher of SCD. lain Mckenzie is a well known
accordion player who has played all over the
world not just for Scottish Country Dancing but at
Folk Festivals as well. We welcomed fellow
dancers from the Atherton Tablelands, Bundaberg
and quite a few participants from our latest
beginners course made for a nice crowd of
enthusiastic dancers.

The tried and tested team of decorators had
started before the class and so we could gather
under our tartan bunting to have a wonderful Day
of Dance.

a

R: Jan McCudden. Tain McKenzie. Alex
Roberts, Margaret Silke

We had 1.5 hrs of dancing before we broke for
lunch which was catered. Keeping it light with
wraps, dips and crackers and fruit platters so we
could all manage another two hours of class.

Jan had everyone having a go at some challenging
figures which was no mean feat as some of the
participants had only very recently
started Scottish Country Dancing.
Feeling accomplished and a little tired
we had a break for the afternoon.

The evening saw us all gather again
dressed in our scottish finery in the hall
above the Suburban Bowls Club to
dance all the dances representing each
decade of 100 years of the RSCDS. lain
was accompanied by Reg Braun on the
drums which gave the music another
dimension. How wonderful that we can
have live music to dance to. It really
makes the occasion feel special.

After our relatively short
program we enjoyed supper
supplied by the members of
the Townsville Scottish
Country Dance group with a
cuppa and/or a glass of wine
and a good old blether. As it
was the birthday of the
RSCDS there was a special
cake as well!

Jan and Colin Bryde

Judging by the feedback it was a very enjoyable
celebration of Scottish Country Dancing!

Alex Roberts
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SAMOS DANCE PROJECT

| recently returned from a dance seminar on the island
of Samos in Greece. It was quite different to other
workshops I've attended in that there was not so much
dancing, it was more of a culture-dance tour. Having
read the programme beforehand I'd expected more
dancing but nevertheless, it was an amazing
experience and once | changed my mind-set, | loved it.

Organised by Makis Evangelou, who has the dance
group XOR.0.S (XOP.0.Z), and his assistant, Dimitra
Axioti, every day was
full of surprises. The
first evening, when we
gathered for a drink
and to meet the other
participants and many
members from
Makis's group, we
were given a task.
Split into two groups,
we were handed a list
of places to identify as
we walked
around the tiny
coastal village of
Ireon, where we
stayed at a small
hotel just a few
metres from the
sea. Some
dancers from
Samos were with
us which was a
help but it was
exciting if
someone from the handful of participants could
pinpoint a place.

The three professional teachers showing dances from
their regions, were excellent, and in no time at all we
were caught up in their enthusiasm and love of
dancing. An added bonus was dancing with so many
people from Markis's group, totalling about fifty at
times. It was real immersion!

From Markis we learnt the Samos dances Platomiotiko;
Samiotisa; Nifiatikos (wedding dance); Pino Kai Metho-
Aptalikos and Politisa-Karsilama (Asia Minor).

Nikos Koularis came from the nearby island of lkaria
and taught us - lkariotico; Sibethera; Syrto lkarias;
Syrto.

Vassili Dimitriadis showed us dances from Thrace
including Sirtos; Xesirtos; Baidusko; Sirto Singathisto;
Gaitani; Zonaradikos; Drista and Sildir Havasi.

One evening there was a Spoon workshop when Makis
provided the special spoons to use for practising. After
we more or less had the technique/rhythm right

we learnt the steps of Koniali (Konya), dance of the
spoons, from Cappadocia, and practised putting the
two together. This provided a lot of laughs. There was
also a presentation of costumes and one evening a
wonderful concert "Dancing from Thrace to Samos" in
Samos town with XOR.0S performing
as well as other groups. The
costumes were beautiful and typical
of the six regions presented: Thrace,
Ikaria, Asia Minor, Leros, Naxos,
Dodecanese.

Dimitra was great and in between all
the "happenings" drove the two non-
Greeks (which included myself) to see
many places of
interest. Apart fromits
beauty, the island is
full of

history. Pythagorion is
the nearest large town
to Ireon, with a
wonderful marina,
beside which we
danced one day
(Pythagorio, famous
mathematician, was
from Samos). Samos
town, a bit further on,
is lovely especially the
old town. The church is normally closed because of
structural damage caused by an earthquake in 2020
but was opened for us. Down in the main town we
visited the Archaeological museum. Over the days we
visited Spiliani clifftop monastery where there is an
ancient small church inside a cave; Castle of Lycourgos
Logothetis; Hera (wife of Zeus) Temple/sanctuary;
Paleontological museum. Unfortunately we were
unable to see the folklore museum in Pagonda as it
was closed for repairs, again because of the
earthquake. All the reconstruction was delayed
because of Covid.

Anna in Wedding dress

There was time to swim, eat delicious food and, being
surrcunded by so many gregarious Greeks, to become
totally caught up in the Greek way of life.

A totally different but most enjoyable type of
workshop.

Anna Travali
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Program
Featuring an exciting program of FDA teachers: %

Rebecca Lane, Kaye Laurendet, Chris Wild and Lesl o

Rose; and an invited guest teacher: Darko Andréskin D|nn_er, ‘Ofeevi Ritmi’ performing, and
‘ : ) dancing at the Canberra Carotel, Saturday
Dancers Without Borders'.

night.
SATURDAY

Welcome and Acknowledgement of Courirg@am)
Session1 9.30 —10.30am easy dances

Morning tea

Session 2 1lam— 12.30pm easy/intermediate
Lunch

Session3 1.30- 3pm intermediate/advancer
Afternoon tea

Session4  3.30-4.30pm  revision

SUNDAY
Darko Andreski (guest teacher)9.30 — 10.30am
Morning tea
Session5 1lam—12.30pm revision
Lunch

Café quality cbffee, teé, hot chocolate, chai, and
milkshakes for purchase fro8hotclock
Expressq Saturday lunch.

! # $ %
$ % # &

For further information and

registration: folkdanceaustraliaworkshop@gmail.com
(02) 95284813 (closing date: 15 September '23)

Floriade optionl visit Friday afternoon.
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About Lee Otterholt

Born in USA of Norwegian-American parents, has lived and worked in Norway as a professional dancer, teacher, and
choreographer. He founded the Center for International Folk Dance in Oslo, and was professor of dance folklore at
the Norwegian National College of Ballet, and University College of Oslo. Lee established folk dance and performing
groups in Norway, taught at festivals and workshops throughout Europe, United States, and East Asia, and authored
folk dance and instructional manuals for Norwegian schools. He was a choreographer for the Opening Ceremony of
the Winter Olympic Games in Lillehammer.
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| money order or cheque made out jo

Please send Membership/ReneWalI
Form with membership fee as a

Folk Dance Australia Inc to:

The Membership ‘Secretary
Folk Dance Australia
95A Grays Pt Rd

Grays Point NSW 2232

m.d.hotchkis@gmail.com
Or you can pay by Internet:
Transfer AUS$ to St George Bank
BSN: 112879, A/C N@39 730 886

UUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUU :
Pay with PayPal - see how on
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